The Laughter and
himsy of the Poppets
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by Jenny Dah

hier it emes tooanized-media 1’.u||:|.g,|: art, Clandine
Wl—]-:]lmuth iz most definitely 2 houszhold name. For
almost seven yvears, Claudine has deligheed us with
arpwork, mubber stamps, workshops and mosr recently 2 hoolk
ritled Caflege Discovery Warkshap, that are distincdly romantic and
nostalgic in stvle.
However, since June 2003, Claudine las |:|.-u|:|:|rl|‘.'|J fronn her
style by creating a new collage serics called the Pappers. The

LPoppers series is a shift from the sedous and romantic o the

elemeents she wanted o pursue for her own furure creations
inclucled texture, line, whimsy, bright colors, and drawing,
Claudine and T recently spent some rime discussing her
fascinating journey of discovering the Pappen.

55 Have you ‘re-invented' yourself by taking this new stylistic mrn

CH: [ guess so, Itz a refreshing change of pace, | even Bind this

new whimsicl way of looking ar things seeping into oy “regular

life. e waneed 1o wear more coloeful cdothes and decorage my
house with more. color.

45: Are you surprised with this urn of armiste direction?

CH: Mot really .. when I look back at my arcwork, it seems
about every five years or o oy well muns doeand ics time w ry
something new. When L weas inocollege |:Ii1i:'l-[1'-‘I:|- barge abstract
paintings .., | loved working that way and ar che time thoughe

whirmsyr and frolicsome sovle thar Clavdine is currently arrraceed
tor = bath in her artwaork and ber day-to-day [ife. She saye dha the
signal o change her work was “the realizarion thar 1 was stuck ina
rut. [ had become very familiar with my areistic patterns and
working in the way thar | had been for some rime. It rook me
almost 2 hall year o arcive at the Fupptrr."

Clawdine srarred her year-long journey by making 2 lise of che
vpes oF armwark that she enpoyed — not as o creator buras an

observer. After making this list, she concluded thar the five &

wrniamersetindio.com « Seprember/Oetober 2N 55 &

that all this work comes from the same person! | think thar what
is to be learned i chat there ase Many aspects 1 o0 s 200 0L
explore all of them, see where all the direciions wake you.

35: Why are peaple dravm 10 whimsy?

H: l’cq‘:npl.;:"s lives are very seressdul now, with busy jobs and
famnily demands. 1 think thar many people like 1o lave things
around them thar make them laugh and remind them m have

o fun,

85: How Iong have you been creating the Fappes series?

CH: T starwed working ina direceion dhar would lead me to the
Poppers in June of 2003. 1 had been experimenring with different
ways of working for abour a year bebore thar. Cne nighr, I was
going through my closer and dug our a few of my sketchbooks
from 1993, In these sherchbooks were drawings of wornen

Td paint like thar forever. Over time, T got wsed 1o crearing ar thar  dancing and in funny poses. Thev were really whimsical and light.

level and T found T was repeating myself apain and aguin — so
kriew it was time for a change,
That's when I started doing collage.

55: [ho you foresss yoursell staying
in whimey for the time L‘:l:iﬂg of
returning (o your previous seyle or
going somewhere complerely
differeny from here?

CH: [ se= :I'I.'I}'.'.I.'5|."|'|-‘\-::-rli.ill|[l'i in this

I suddenly thoughe Ah hal Yes! This is the way § nead o gol

| began hy using only copy paper,
crayons, glue stick and ball point
pen . | wanted b create & lat of
drawings quickly so thar I could
force myself m expand and oy and
see whene Lhe direction was going.

After a couple months of playing

vian for a5 long as [ nesd o, Tl | arcund, | decided o show some of
--\. ) | S - o i -y
leeep ar it unril T fed T have cxplored my drwings to 4 few armisr friends.
. ' . d s 1 e
all the aspects of it Then Tl know I 1 gor ga:-.-:-d feedback '“.'.d I fiele like
ir's time for a change. Ul bave 1o my instincts were confirmed thar
L -~ _L - 0 ' : "
wait and see whar will come after a—_-E_-—':"_"__F_"_',l this ws the way o go. ThL!:I I
thar. [ Feel like 25 an arense, that | 111-:1-!"'! R experimented more by pliying
¥ : S e -0 : :
have ro keep moving forward and | ulhﬂﬁt-ﬂ'l"' with colos and themes and
‘mi ml o bringing the collaps onee canvas

trying new things. discovering wnd |
expressing what’s most impormant o "
pe ar the tme.

55: How did the ritle Papperr get
created?

CH: My grandma used thar word as
a term of endearment. She would
Ay B I ‘don't worry lirle poppet
everything 15 poing to be okay’ And

l'l!-“'——-——gr—"_ﬂ oo Darill feel like T am still
sxpanding onwhat the Peppers will
hecome — oo me ics only the
besinning, T have been playing
with Fibric and sorching, so who
benonws whar wall come nexe?

55 1F an observer weres 1o see one
of your earier Lu!l;lgl." pleces and

since these picces make me feel good, safe and young — the name  one of your Fopperr, could the ohscrver find a common thread Lo

fits pecfectly.

55: Who are the people depicied in the Poppes?
CH: Mast of the Fapper people arent people thar | knew, They
are from various photos and images thar | have culled over the

years ... snmesimes | work with images of prople that I do know.

[ lave been doing quire a few Papoer commissions where [ work
from someome’s ploto and crears & collage wang their image. |
have a lor of fun working on thosel

55 Whar is ro be learned about an artist whe can penerare very
diverse styles of work?

clue her intn the fier that one artise created both?

CH: 1 think thar while the works doclook very different there an:
some similarities. My compositional serucmeres are still very alike.
Also the pajn[—:r]:.-‘ b:;;_:l:grnl.nl.l:l:-; and brusherroke 15 the same even
from my very early work uatil now, If you line up all my work
even from the peisr 13 years you can vell ivs all done by mie, ar's
just different aspects of the same artist,

55: You say rhar you wanted wo bring langhrer back into your
waork and life. Whar made laughrer go away from your work and
lifie i che past?

CH; 1 think the excitement wens away from my arcwork because [

CH: Some artises work in many styles during their lives Think of  was stuck in a rur. | kngw T owas inaruc bur [ was atrad oo
Ficassa with his blue period, red period, cubist work ... amazing  change. T was scared that peaple might not like my new work
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becanze it wasnT whar was expecred of
e Al che jory head pone out of my usual
way of working and [ kmew | needed
ul;urlgu. [ was Hemendering around trving
o find my W

53: Have the Feppews brought laughter
back into your liks?

CH: Onee [ gave myzell permision o
try and groow; T fele se much berrer. 1 fele
like a weeight had been 1ifted! After 1
found my way to the whimnsical Peppers,
I began gigaling and mlking while T was
working, I was having fun agzin and
enjoying the proces of creation, 1 no
longer had ro drag moyself inve my
studice, "When T couldn’ wair to ger thers
— thar's when | knew | was on the right

track agaim. %‘
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